CLAIMS / 

1. Apparatus for establishing communications between a 
calling station and one or more calLed stations based on 
information stored at a called/ station, at least one 
called station comprising: / 

a. a memory storing/information in a database; 

b. a receiver /for receiving a communications 
request including j£ query specifying at least one 
criterion; / 

d. a comparator for comparing information stored in 
said database with said at least one criterion, and 

e- / a transmitter for responding to said 
communications request when said information stored in 
said/database satisfies said at least one criterion. 

2. The apparatus/of claim 1, further comprising: 

a global positioning satellite receiver for storing 
current location information in said database. 



3 . The apparatus of cjUtifiT 2 , in which said 

communications reqxj^^includes at least one criterion 
based on locsrtrion. 
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4. The apparatus of/claim 2, further comprising: 

a proximity detector for providing relative location 
information about nearby objects based on apparatus 
location, and /a computing device for calculating location 
information /independent of said apparatus location using 
location information provided by said proximity detector 
and information provided by said global positioning 
satellite receiver. 



5. The apparatus of claim l, fu£t4*er£^ comprising: 

a status detector^f^r storing information about the 
status of saijE^Spparatus in said database. 



6. The apparatys of claim 5, in which said 

communications rq^uest includes at least one criterion 
based on status/ 



7. The /apparatus of claim 1, in which said database 
stores information about history of said apparatus. 
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8. The apparatus of claim 7, in which said 

communications request includes at least one criterion 
based on history. 



9. The apparatus of claim 2 further comprising a touch- 
screen display which displays current location 
information in a moving map display. 




w 10 - Apparatus for establishing communications^b€tween a 
calling station and one or more called stations based on 
information stored in a database a)c a. called station, a 
calling station comprising: 

a. an input device^tor specifying a query against 
information storedxOn said database; and 

b. a >fansmitter for sending a communications 
request including said query. 




11. The apparatu 
receiver for receiv^ 
a database contaj 
query. 



0 further comprising a 
sponse from a station having 
mation which satisfies said 



May 21, 1996 



2860-018;P1478 



12. The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising: 

a global positioning satellite receiver for storing 
current locatiom information. 

13 . The apparatus of claim 12 further comprising a 
touch- screen /display which displays current location 
information dm a moving map display. 

14. The apparatus of claim 10 further comprising: 

a receiver for receiving a response from at least 
one statiJon having a database containing information 
which satisfies said query, said response including 
information about the location of said at least one 
station/ 

a /global positioning satellite receiver for storing 
location of said apparatus information, 

a touch-screen display which displays location of 
said /apparatus information in a moving map display and 
also/ information about the location of said at least one 
statiion. 

15. The apparatus of claim 14, in which said touch 
screen display initiates a communications request when a 
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location on / said touch screen display displaying 
information jLbout the location of said at least one 
station is t/ouched. 




10 



15 



16. Apparatus for establishing communications between a 
calling station and one or more called stations b^sed on 
information stored at a called station, at l^ast one of 
said one or more called stations compris^g: 

a. a computer connected to a bu^f 

b. a memory connected ty said bus, storing 
information in a database; 

c. a receiver connected to said bus for receiving 
a communications request /including a query specifying at 
least one criterion; y^nd 

d. a transmitter connected to said bus, 
in which $aid computer is configured for comparing 

information /Stored in said database with said at least 
one criterion, and for responding to said communications 
requeue when said information stored in said database 
satisfies said at least one criterion. 



17. The apparatus of claim 16 installed in a vehicle in 
which said computer controls vehicle functions and in 
which an authorized user may preempt control of said 
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vehicle functions) over said receiver when said 
transmitter responds to said communications request. 



18. The apparatus of claim 16 installed in a vehicle 
having a hands free telephone in which said computer 
activates said mands free telephone under control of a 
request received over said receiver when said transmitter 
responds to sad/d communications request. 



19. A method for communications, comprising the ste£>s 
of: 

a. providing an element for performjwig the step of 
sending a communications request Jyfom an originating 
station including a query agaijr^t information stored at 
individual stations; and 

b. providing ap^element for performing the step of 
receiving a response from only individual stations at 
which inf orjRcition stored satisfies said query. 



20. Tfte method of claim 19, comprising the additional 
ste6 of: 
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providing an/ element for performing the step of 
opening a communications link with individual stations 
from which a response is received. 



21. The method/of claim 19 in which said query can be 
against information about location, status or history of 
individual stat/ions . 
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22. A system for communicating between an originating 
station and pne or more called stations, comprising: 

a. a network for connecting stations; 

b. a plurality of stations, at least some of which 
include a database; 

c. a/ network channel for sending a communications 
request including a query specifying at least one 
criterion If rom said originating station to all stations 
and for receiving back a response from those stations at 
which saiJd information stored in said database satisfies 
said at feast one criterion, and 

d. / a network communications channel for 
communications between said originating station and those 
station^ at which said information stored in said 
databas^ satisfies said at least one criterion. 
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23. The system/of claim 22 in which said network is a 
cellular network, 



24. A computer program /product comprising: 

a. a memory medium, and 

b. a computer program stored on said memory medium, 
said computer program including 

bl . instructions for sending a communications 
request from /an originating sj^ation to other 
stations including a query against information 
stored at said other stations; and 
b2 . instructions for receiving a response 
from on]/y individual stations at which 
information stored satisfies said query. 



25. A computer program product comprisj.tfg : 

a. a memory medium, and 

b. a computer program stored on said memory medium, 
said computer program ^/including instructions for 
establishing communications between a calling station and 
one or more called stations based on information stored 
at a called station. 
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26. The computer program product of claim 25 in which 
said information stored at a called station is location 
information and in Wriich said computer program includes 
instructions for obtaining location information from a 
5 plurality of stations and for displaying said location 

information on a moving map display. 
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